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NONFICTION
\ West Village Originals:
An Oral History of New
York City's Most Unique
Neighborhood
Michael D. Minichiello | Woodwrit,
Inc. Editions
220p, trade paper, $21.99, ISBN 978-1-
949-59612-0

Minichiello compiles a cele-
bratory collection of ninety short
interviews, originally published
in the neighborhood paper
WestView News between 2008
and 2020, conducted with the
lively personalities of New York City's bohemian West Village,
which has “nurtured generations of artists and activists.” People

featured, many of whom have been part of the community for
decades, range from internationally known figures like Calvin
Trillinand MimiSheraton to more localinfluencers like Ralph Lee,
founder of the storied Village Halloween Parade. These profiles
evoke deep feeling—including nostalgia—for a connected and
vibrant community equal parts cozy and wild.

Though the flow of Minichiello's interviews is somewhat
formulaic—abit about the interviewee's childhood, their arrival
tothe West Village, and their professional and personal experi-
ences inthe neighborhood—he lets each subject's spirit shine
through. Crucialthemes tie together multiple pieces, suchas
frustration with the gentrification that hasled to some inter-
vieweeslosing their homes, but the overallmood staysupbeat.

Including activists and busi-
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i nnght in these Minichiello’s consistent style
pro fi les Of We st facilitates a clean, compact
. . layout, enhanced by photo
Village residents. portraits of each subject. This
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